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INTRODUCTION.

A unique feature of the Advaita philosophy
as taught by Sri Sankaracharya is that it can bear
summing up in the shortest compass. In the words
of the late M. N. Dvivedi it can be expressed
“in half a verse or a quarto volume of many
hundred pages.” This philosophy which in the
words of Dr. Theodore Goldstucker *is the subli-
mest machinery set in motion by oriental thought™
yet redts upon a minimum number of postulates and
needs for its defence but a few simple arguments
based upon the fa@s of our daily experience.

It is this profound simplicity which has enabled
Vedanta writers to compose those gems of short
treatises or Prakaranas as they are styled which so
richly abound in the literature of the Advaita
Vedanta and which in a few telling but homely
verses bring home the cardinal dodrines of Advaita
even to the unlettered multitude. The Advaita-
makaranda of Lakshmidhara is one of these price-
less gems. lts marvellous brevity and the com-
pelling force of its arguments remind one of the
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il more wonderful Dasasloki of Sri Sankaracharya.
In the short compass of 28 clean-cut anushtubh
slokas the entire philosophy of the Advaita is dealt
with, with a comprehensiveness, simplicity an-
precision which are simply admirable. The closely
reascned thesis contained in each sloka can well be
expanded into a volume. The commentator is
therefore thoroughly judtified when he states “a=-
wE glaws Ag awernita ault  ARIgFAmeaE
sgeaRart  S3RA WAl gegEEeaaRawargeEan
In fact the Advaitamakaranda must be got up by
heart by those who want to provide themselves with
an armoury of arguments in defence of the Advaita

position.

Of Lakshmidhara Kavi the author :of the
Advaitamakaranda we have very little information.
Besides the Advaitamakaranda he has composed
Amrilatarangini ‘a commentary on the = Srimad
Bhagavata-and Bhagavannamakaumudi. - At the
end of the latter work he says: 37 nrmagearER
gaIgaafaol wgaagea AISFUMATH U (pide
p. 878 of the Triennial Catalogue of Mss: collected
‘for the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
‘Madras). From the - Bhagavannamakgumudi
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we also learn that Lakshmidhara was the disciple of
Anantananda Raghunatha Swamu.

Regarding his date no positive information is
forthcoming. Mahamahopadhyaya Vasudeva Sastri
Abhyankar of Poona, in his valuable edition of
Sarvadarsanasangraha (p 538) assigns Lakshmi-
dhara to 1320 A. D. No ground is however stated
for this statement. Bodheadra Sarasvati the re-
nowned devotee and apostle of the namakirtana
cult in South India states in his Bhagvannamamri-
farasodaya that Lakshmidhara flourished in the
reign of King Bhojaraja of the 11th Century a.D.
(Frasgai  SisuRd giaaszdaewEing). This
statement also requires confirmation, coming as it
does from a writer who flourished so late as the
second half of the I8th century A.D. A critical
examination of Bhagavennamakaumudi  and
Bhagavata tika may furnish details regarding
Lakshmidhara. As we have at present no access
to these works we shall simply content ourselves
with determining the latest date beyond which
Lakshmidhara cannot be placed-

Firstly Lakshmidhara’s Bhagavdnnamakau-
mudi was commented upon by Anantadeva (or
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Nandadeva as is found in some Mss.) son of the
celebrated Mimamsa writer Apadeva and the
author of Smritikaustubha, Bhattalankara (a
commentary on his father's Mimamsanyayapraka-
sa) and Siddhentatattva a treatise on Advaita
Vedanta. In his Smritikaustubha Anantadeva
states that he was a protege of Baj Bahadur king of
Kurmachala who flourished between 1644 and 1664
A.D, Hence Lakshmidhara could not have flourished
later than the beginning of the 17th Century A. D.

Secondly Brahmananda Bharati the author of
the commentary on Bharati Tirtha’s Vekyasudha
alias Drigdrisyaviveka quotes Lakshmidhara by
name in his comments on the 46th sloka (3req
|IEW: aEeE g T 3 areaIuagy sTxans.
CIFRAERE IHGUAR ¥ ai@AT 4 anss 39-
BYUAIY eI MUY | Brahmananda Bharati
is also the author of Purusharthaprabodha, a
treatise devoted to the exaltation of Siva in the
light of the Advaita Vedanta. Now Appaya
Dikshita (1554 to 1626 A. Dp.) refers to
Purusharthaprabodha in his Sivatattvaviveka “g%-
wrdEy & q@ran qEdeR: ) faa 8w gEwgd
FfRAANT | TYFIMIRT  TvEIEEDIEAn |
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regadcaa 9 Magiaikag || @F ava qeEstan.
77 frsers” (page 140 of the Kumbakonum’
Edition). And from the fa@ that Brahmananda
Bharati has commented upon the work of Bharati~
tirtha, the Guru of Sri Vidyaranya who flourished
at the close of the 14th century A. D. it is clear
that he lived between the 15th and 17th centuries
A.D. We may not be far wrong if we assign
Brahmananda Bharati to the end of the fifteenth
century. Lakshmidhara who is quoted by Brahma-
nanda Bharati mug have lived in the fir¢ half of
_the fifteenth century A. D. at the latest. As already
Stated by us we have for the present to rest satisfied
with this piece of negative evidence.

The commentator Svayamprakasa Yati des-
cribes himself as the disciple of Kaivalyananda Yo-
gindra. He also pays obeisance to Suddhananda,
Sivananda and Sacchidananda. Besides this com-
mentary (W@19537F%1) on the Advaitamakaranda
he has also composed the following works (1) gita®q-
WA, a commentary on Sr Sankaracharya's
Haristuti (2) 3%3891, a commentary on Sri Sanka-
racharya's Dakshinamurtistotra (3) A commentary
on the Manisha Panchaka of Sri Sankaracharya.
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All the above works are available in print. Nothing
definite is known about his date. He may be safely
identified with the Svayamprakasa Yati, the teacher
of Mahadevananda Sarasvati who wrote the Tattva-
nusendhana and 1its commentary Advaitachinta-
baustubha and of Achyutakrishnanandatirtha the

commentator of Siddhantalesasangraha who accord-

ingto tradition, lived 180 years ago on the banks of

the Kaveri in the Trichinopoly District. Svayampra-
Lasa’s commentaries are full, lucid and to the point.
The numerous apt quotations from Advaita classics
show the extent of his erudition. In short, both
the Advaitamakaranda and its commentary deserve
the careful perusal of those who are interested in
the study of the Advaita philosophy. Mr. T. K.
Balasubrahmanya Alyar, the Managing Director of
the Sri Vani Vilas Syndicate Ltd., is to be congra-
tulated on his choice of this admirable treatise for
inclusion in “The Sastra Booklet Series.”

T. . .
Ig‘flg_a_l.%“gdlé +  R. Krishnaswami Sastri,

P. S. After the above introduction was finished
ve had occasion to look into the “List of Mss. colled-
:d for the Government Mss. Library’” ' published
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by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Ingtitute
Poona 1925. On page 44 of the Lit againg

serial number 300 the following entry occurs:—
U SlEan F FE A @ATHEARE: [EUFED: To 16267
(1704 a. p.). This date, we are glad to note, strik-
ingly confirms our identification of the commentator
of the Advaitamakaranda with Svayamprakasayati-
the guru of Achyutakrishnananda who lived about
180 years ago. Perhaps the Poona manuscript might
have been written by the commentator himself.
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